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that none may venture to dispute. It was during this year,
too, that she committed one of the greatest mistakes in her
life. Not content with the high honors she had earned, -with
the admiration of the refined, of the educated, she endeavored
to win popularity among a class whose approbation true genius
never courts. To obtain the short-lived fame that rests on
the ever-changing decisions of a mob, she turned her back on
those who had supported her throughout her career: she abjured
all gratitude, she threw her laurels at the feet of the populace,
she ministered to the angry passions of a crowd—she chanted,
to use the expression of her admirers, the "Marseillaise."
Illness, reported to be very serious, had been alleged by
Mademoiselle Eachel as a reason for not playing during the
first month of this year. To give new interest to her reap-
pearance, which was announced to take place on Friday, Feb-
ruary 25, in the " Cle'opatre" of Madame de Girardin, a ru-
mor was circulated which, had it been confirmed by the event,
would have done infinite honor to her heart. It was said that,
to beguile the tedium of a long convalescence, she had studied
the part of Rodogune, in Corneille's tragedy of that name, and
that her first visit on her recovery had been to Mademoiselle
G-eorges. (il am come, ray dear sister," said the younger to
the elder star, " to say I have learned Rodogune for your sake,
and will play it, if you will, to your Cleopdtre; I am fully
convinced we shall be successful."
These were noble words; this was indeed rendering unto
Cffisar that which was Caesar's. The circumstances of Made-
moiselle Georges were such at that time that could she, by
her reappearance in a character deemed one of her best, and
with the attraction of the present favorite of the public, have
brought full houses for a few evenings, the result, would have
been the addition of much comfort to her declining years. But
the kind offer, if ever made, was, like many others of the emi-
nent tragedienners, followed by no performance. Indeed, the
poor grace with which, in the following year, she responded
to a call on her services made by Mademoiselle Georges,
scarcely corroborates the report of the gratuitous offer of this-
On the 18th of March Mademoiselle Rachel made her ren-
CfcwuZZe of " Les Horaces.''    The tragedies of Corneille,

